
Thank you for considering a rental of German Village Society Meeting Haus rooms! We’re happy to have you 
and your guests experience a slice of our historic neighborhood.   

We provide a Building Manager for most non-member events so that we can have our Visitors Center – 
visited by 10,000+ people from all over the world – open as part of your event experience. The Building 
Manager is required to be present in the German Village Society Visitors Center for the duration of the event. 
Included in your rental fee is use of 144 folding chairs, 10 8-foot tables and two 6-foot tables, plus six cocktail 
(elbow-height) tables. You may use the catering kitchen and full-sized refrigerator/freezer during your event.  

Frequently Asked Questions  
Why do we rent out our facility? We want to be a good neighbor and to serve our community. Plus, 
rentals are often the FIRST reason people are introduced to the German Village Meeting Haus – the heart 
of our nonprofit.  

Why do we charge for rentals? We must cover the cost associated with your use of the building; for example, 
labor, utilities, upkeep and repair.   

What We Provide:  
• A clean building with an elevator.
• A Building Manager, who serves as an ambassador to the neighborhood for your guests, and as a 

point of contact for the hosts or caterer during the event.
• A state-of-the-art audio/visual system.
• A custodian who cleans up after the event, but you must first return things to the way you found 

them.
• A venue to serve your guests alcohol (not to sell) for just the cost of the liquor you provide. 

There’s no upcharge and you don’t need a permit, so long as you are not selling tickets or alcohol 
by the drink.

• Connections to additional parking nearby in German Village.
• A list of our member, preferred caterers. 

What We Do Not Provide 
• Decorations or typical party furniture, such as linens, chair coverings, serving trays, etc. On

occasion, you may find your event scheduled during one of our art exhibits and have some built-
in decoration in Fest Hall.

• Parking spaces beyond what you see out front.
• Set-up, tear-down, service during the event.
• Our logo or branding for your cross-promotional use without permission.



German Village Society Meeting Haus Rental Agreement 

This agreement is made this   day of   , 20__ by and between the German Village 
Society (the “Society”) and   (the “Renter”) in consideration of the promises and payments 
described below.  

Terms and Conditions: 

1. RIGHT OF USE:
The Meeting Haus is primarily for the use of our non-profit, tax exempt, charitable organization in carrying out
the mission of the German Village Society, and Society functions will always take priority for building use.
The Society hereby grants the Renter the use of the German Village Society Meeting Haus (the “Facility”) on
the time(s) and date(s) for recreation and/or social activities, subject to all terms and conditions of this
agreement. The Society reserves the right to deny use of the facility to individuals or organizations that a)
conduct or advocate illegal activities in the facility, b) any person or organization not complying with the
Society’s policies and procedures. The Society reserves the right to remove from the facility any such
individuals or organizations or to require the Renter to remove such persons or organizations.

2. EVENT RATES:
The rates to be paid by the Renter are as set forth in this agreement. In addition, the Renter is to pay the
deposit described below and is to comply with all terms and conditions of this agreement.

Rental Rates January - March Rental Rates April - December 

Fest Hall Scheurer 
Room Fest Hall Scheurer 

Room 

Monday - 
Friday 

$120/ hour $40/ hour Monday - 
Friday 

$150/ 
hour 

$50/ hour 

Saturday 
- Sunday

$180/ hour $60/ hour Saturday 
- Sunday

$200/ 
hour 

$80/ hour 

GVS and GVBC donors whose annual gift (membership) is less than $249/year and who is in good standing 
receives a 20% discount on the above prices; annual gifts above $250 receive 50% off. Nonprofits, schools, 
church, and government organizations receive a 50% discount.  

German Village Society Committees and German Village Commission only may use the Facility at no cost and 
have priority use above other rentals. 



3. FACILITY HOURS:
Private parties, receptions or corporate events require a German Village Society Building Manager on site at
all times the building is occupied by Renter.  All events must end and all cleaning be completed by
midnight.  All or part of the deposit may be forfeit if cleanup goes beyond midnight.  It is required that
events have a stated end time of 11 p.m. to accommodate cleanup by midnight.  Any alcohol service must

 end by 11 p.m. 

4. DEPOSIT:
The deposit rate is due upon signature of contract in the acceptable form of cash, check or charge. If paying by 
check please make payable to German Village Society.  There is a $50 fee for returned checks.  The Facility is 
not considered booked until the deposit and signed contract are received from the Renter. The full rental rate is 
due 14 business days prior to event.  Failure of the Renter to make this payment will terminate this agreement.

Reservations are accepted up to one year ahead for non-Society functions. At the time of reservation and of 
signing this agreement, the Renter is to pay a refundable deposit rate of $150 for the Fest Hall and $75 for the 
Scheurer Room. The deposit is in addition to the rental fee and will be returned to renter, less fees or damages, 
within two weeks of the event. If the Facility is not left in the same condition to which it was rented out, a 
cleaning crew will be billed against the deposit at the rate of $50/hour. If cleanup or any damage to the property 
exceeds the deposit amount, the Renter is responsible and will be billed for cleanup, repairs, etc.  This deposit 
shall secure the promise of the Renter to leave the facility in the same condition as required for performance of the 
terms and conditions of this agreement.  

5. CATERING/FOOD/BEVERAGES:
We recommend our approved caterers for events at Facility if a caterer is used. Renters can find a list of caterers 
attached to the end of the document. Renters may bring in their own food.

Even when a caterer is used, Renter is ultimately responsible for final condition of Facility and may forfeit  
deposit if cleaning conditions are not met.  The kitchens are to be used for final preparations and serving only.  
Neither kitchen may be used for cooking. Alcohol may be consumed at the Facility but the sale of alcohol is 
prohibited as the German Village Society Meeting Haus does not have a liquor license. Nonprofits holding a 
fundraiser in the facility may secure a single-use alcohol permit if required by state law. It must be on file with 
German Village Society 1 business day before the event.  

6. COVENANTS OF RENTER:



A. That the Renter hereby releases the Society from any liability for loss, exchange or theft and/or damage
to personal property, accidents, injuries or claims by the Renter, its agents, employees, contractors and guests
while using the Facility. Any activities taking part during the time period by this agreement shall be under the
sole direct supervision and control of the Renter or its designated representative.

B. To be responsible for all damage to the facility resulting from its use under this agreement; to pay to the
Society upon demand such sum that is necessary to restore the Facility and/or equipment to its former condition
if damaged as a result of use under this agreement. Damages will be reviewed and assessed by the Society
Executive Director or designee. The Renter is to leave the Facility at the end of the term in the same condition as
it was when the rental term commenced.

C. To comply with all laws of the United States and of the State of Ohio; and to comply with all ordinances,
rules, policies, regulations and requirements of the City of Columbus

7. CANCELLATION POLICY:
To cancel this agreement, the Renter must contact the German Village Society office at 614-221-8888. We get
it—life happens! The Renter will receive a full-refund if the Renter cancels an event 48 hours or more in
advance.  If the event is cancelled within 47-24 hours of the reserved rental time, the Renter will be refunded
50% of the rental rate. If the Renter cancels the event less than 24 hours before the reserved time, the Renter
forfeits the full amount of the deposit.

8. FACILITY USAGE UNDERSTANDING BY THE RENTER:
Renter understands and agrees to comply with the following additional limitations on use of the facility:

A. Upon arriving, the Renter shall meet with the Society Building Manager to make an inspection of the 
Facility and to note any new irregularities and damages which exist.

B. You may use non-marking methods of securing decorations; however, nails, tacks, tape and staples are 
not allowed. No confetti, glitter, sand, rice, birdseed or fireworks are allowed on the premises. All decorations 
must be removed. Props, floral arrangements, live plants and weighted helium balloons are welcome. Nails, 
tacks, tape and staples are not allowed. No open flames or candles are allowed (unity candle is only 
exception).

C. The kitchen facilities are to be used for staging, plating and organization only. Kitchen facilities are 
adjacent to each space.  Kitchen includes counter space, refrigerator, coffee pot and sink. No other kitchen 
supplies are provided and cooking inside the facility is not permitted. Heating appliances such as coffee pots, 
small heating ovens, crock pots, and other small appliances may be used as long as they do not require more 
than 110 volts 20 amp services.  Please check with Building Manager to make sure such appliances are 
acceptable. The kitchen is for storage of off-site prepared foods and beverages, serving, and clean-up only. 
Renters and Caterers may use available refrigeration space during the function, but all food and beverages 
must 



be removed from the Facility at the end of the event.  Any leftover items will be disposed of for either a fee or 
loss of deposit.   

D. Caterer’s from the pre-approved caterers list (see attached list) are strongly recommended as they are 
familiar with our building and policies. While we encourage supporting local business in German Village, any 
caterer may be used upon approval and proper licensing. Have the caterers provide food service license to 
German Village Society 3 business days in advance of event.

E. The Renter must notify Building Manager of audio and visual needs prior to the reserved rental date. The 
Renter will be required to meet with the Building Manager prior to the rental date to discuss specific AV needs 
if applicable.

F. Table and chair setup and tear down is not included in rental rate.  Renter is in charge of room setup and 
tear down and the proper placement of tables and chairs to the correct storage location.  Improper or incomplete 
tear down may result in the loss of part or all of Renters deposit.

G. The Society must be notified of ALL deliveries.  Deliveries must be scheduled in advance with GVS 
Staff.

H. Trash receptacles and can liners will be made available by German Village Society but must be set up by 
renter or caterer.  Renters and caterers must remove all trash from the premises before leaving the facility or 
there will be a loss of deposit or additional fee charged.

I. Recycling containers (plastic bottles and cans) can be made available if requested in advance. Recycling 
items are to be removed from the Meeting Haus at the conclusion of the event. The Kroger Brewery District
(150 West Sycamore Street, Columbus, OH 43215) has exterior recycling bins that are available 24/7.

J. Rental equipment must be removed at the end of the function, unless arrangements have been made in 
advance with the Facility Staff. There may be a fee involved in such arrangements.

K. Any items left in the Facility including food, trays, glasses, beverages, paper products or any such 
supplies will be disposed of and there may be an additional charge which will be deducted from the deposit.

L. All countertops, sinks, appliances and floors must be left in in clean condition in which they were found 
or the Renter is subject to loss of all or part of the deposit.  Basic cleaning supplies for countertops, sinks, etc. 
are provided under the sink in each kitchen.  Brooms and dust mops can be provided by the Facility staff. The 
wood floors in the Fest Hall should not be wet mopped. Towels, wash cloths and disposables such as paper 
towels must be provided by the Renter or Caterer. 



M. When booking Entertainment and/or music, the Renter must take neighborhood noise ordinances 453-02
§ 1; Ord. 544-03 § 1; Ord. No. 0574-2013, § 2, 3-18-2013 into consideration. The Facility is closely
surrounded by other residences and must comply with city noise levels.

N. Limited parking is available on the Society’s Meeting Haus Platz.  Some areas of German Village have
restricted street parking.  Be advised that Renters and guests of the Renter park at their own risk.

For assistance with additional parking: 

• Premier Parking (740.817.0807) for valet services
• The Livingston United Methodist Church, 200 E. Livingston Ave. 614-224-2006 in consideration

of a donation to their Food Pantry
• St. Mary Catholic Church 684 S 3rd St Columbus, OH 43206 (614) 445-9668 Contact Ann
• Golden Hobby Shop, 630 S. Third St. 614-645-8329 for a monetary donation to help support their

facility

O. The Meeting Haus is a smoke-free environment.  Smoking is permitted outdoors. Cigarette butts must be
placed in container provided. Please request the container at booking.

P. The Society assumes no responsibility for damage to or loss of any property of Renter or others brought
into the facility prior to, during or after Renter’s use. Renter is responsible for any and all damages.



10. SCHEDULE OF CHARGES:

Day & Date of Event: 

Arrival Time:    Departure Time: 

Rental Rate $    Deposit Paid: $   

Member Discount:  Balance Due: $ 
Balance Due Date:  Head Count:     

By signing below, Renter represents that he or she has read, understands, and agrees to be fully bound by 
the terms of this Agreement.  

RENTER: 

Signature of Renter Date 
Responsible for Payment & Damages 

German Village Society Representative Date 

Contact Information 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 



Below is a list of approved caterers if the Renter needs catering options. 

• Arepazo Latin Grill – (614) 914-8878

• Barcelona – (614) 443-3699

• Brown Bag Delicatessen – (614) 443-4214

• Hofbrauhaus Columbus - (614) 294-2437

• Katzinger’s Little Delicatessen - (614) 228-3354

• L.A. Catering - (614) 358-5252

• Lindey’s (614) 228-4343

• Pistacia Vera Pastry Kitchen & Café – (614) 220 9070

• Roosters - (614) 444-8848

• Schmidt’s Restaurant Sausage Haus – (614) 444-5050

• The Baker’s Rack (small batch desserts) - (203) 257-2392

• Two Caterers - (614) 882-7323

• Valter’s at the Maennerchor - (614) 444-3531

tel:6144433699
tel:6142942437
tel:6142283354
tel:6143585252
tel:6142209070
tel:6144448848
tel:6144445050
tel:2032572392
tel:6148827323
https://www.google.com/search?source=hp&ei=_c8KXLLSFuHajwT56oiwAQ&q=valters+catering&btnK=Google+Search&oq=valters+catering&gs_l=psy-ab.3...1284.3717..3866...0.0..0.107.1527.11j6......0....1..gws-wiz.....0..0j38j35i39j0i131j0i10j0i22i30j0i22i10i30j33i160j0i13j0i13i5i30j0i8i13i30j0i13i10i30.nmQQ_0UHY8A

