
your support makes it possible  
The Society prides itself on being self sufficient in every way that it can; but we cannot build new structures, 

restore cars and locomotives, and add new exhibits without the support of the community and our members. Ad-
missions and gift shop sales support daily operating expenses, but all funds to expand and grow the Center must 
come from you. As you will experience when you visit the C&O Railway Heritage Center today, you will be able 
to see and enjoy the fruits of your contribution, and know that many generations to come will enjoy and learn 

from what we have all built together.
THe C&O RAilwAy HeRiTAge CenTeR

705 mAin STReeT
ClifTOn fORge, ViRginiA 24422

Office: 540-862-8653  • fax: 540-863-9159
Email: cohs@cohs.org

wEbsitE: www.candohEritagE.org

bring your group to the 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Historical Society is proud to offer The C&O Railway Heritage Center | Clifton forge. 
This Center is a railway heritage museum, interpretive, educational, and visitor’s center that tells the story of the 
C&O Railway: the people, the places, and the technology. The story is the essential American story of how our 
nation grew, how we lived and worked, and how we were all connected together by twin rails of steel. This Center 
is also to honor the memory and contribution of those who worked every day to make this possible. Although 
not as dramatic as a story of war, it is every bit as heroic.

Clifton Forge

1 HOUR

2 HOURS

3 HOURS

4 HOURS

(Driving times are approximate.)
gROUP & SCHOOl TOURS:
Planning a visit to the Heritage Center with a school or social group?
we provide docent led tours of our exhibit spaces for your groups (requires advance reservation). 
These tours usually run 1 hour encompassing all the major exhibits on display at that time but the length of the 
tour may be tailored to your groups interests or needs. 
PLaN YOUR NexT BUSiNeSS OR PRiVaTe eVeNT iN OUR faciLiTieS. 
for any further information or added questions you may have about renting our facilities, contact our museum 
Tour group Coordinators. 
COnfeRenCe ROOm 
capacity: Maximum 12 persons. Suitable for business meetings, lunches, presentations, or other small 
gatherings.  
GadSBY’S  TaVeRN Dining CAR RenTAl
Capacity: maximum 40 persons. enjoy the ambiance aboard our restored C&O dining car; The Gadsby’s Tavern 
Suitable for business meetings, lunches, presentations, or social occasions such as birthday parties, gatherings, 
anniversaries, or reunions.
for more information about our facilities contact the museum by telephone at 540-862-8653 or email: 
cohs@cohs.org. Catering is available for your event. 

OPEN: TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY 10AM - 4PM



when we began building the c&o railway heritage 
center,  we said that we would transform a blighted area 
into a place that would serve this community and the c&o 
historical society as:
  a recreation area
  a place to share the heritage of  the c&o
  a home-place for all things c&o
  A first-class museum
  a place to educate our children
  a place to honor our people and past
  a place to preserve and celebrate our heritage
  a place for community gatherings & celebration
  our past is still our present...

our annual visitation has grown each year, from 3,000 
the first year to 6,000 the second to over 10,000 in our 
third year.  as our reputation and awareness of  the cen-
ter grows, and as we add new features and attractions, we 
are confident that this number will grow exponentially.

our events have proven the ability of  the center to at-
tract out of  town visitors.  our train show draws over 
500 in the depth of  winter, and our annual alleghany 
railroad heritage Festival draws thousands from around 
the region. we know of  a number of  new local business-
es who stated that the Heritage Center was a significant 
factor in their decision to open their business. 

we also place great importance on our role as a local 
resource.  many local people bring out-of-town guests 
to the museum to “show off ” what they call the best of  
what our community has to offer. our monthly “come 
to beans” pot luck luncheon has become a looked-
forward-to event that brings the community together. 
Our Polar Express Adventure brings joy and magic to 
the hearts of  children and adults at christmas time. we 
host many dinners and other functions in the dining car.  
to top it off, the stars and stripes celebration brings the 
whole community together for entertainment, celebra-
tion, and fireworks. These are just a few of  the options 
offered to you.

fun for all! want lunch with your tour?
try one of our local caterers

•    RESTORED 1896 FREIGHT DEPOT
•   O anD G ScalE TRaIn layOuTS
•  c&O SIGnal TOwER  FOR VIEwInG TRaInS
•  REPlIca 1891 PaSSEnGER STaTIOn
•  SEcTIOn TOOl HOuSE wITH HanDcaR
•  c&O GP7 5828
•  RESTORED 1922  DInInG caR
•  RESTORED c&O cOmbInaTIOn caR 458
•  RESTORED 1949 c&O cabOOSE 90219
•  RESTORED HOckInG VallEy cabOOSE 90382
•  RIDE On 7½ IncH GauGE TRaIn
•  PIcnIc SHElTER anD mucH, mucH mORE!

FEATURES 

• a & b bakery     4420 johnson creek road covington, va 24426-5438  (540) 965-5500

• the club car   525 main st clifton forge, va 24422                                     (540) 862-0777

• heirlooms      429 e ridgeway st clifton forge, va 24422                        (540) 862-4438

• vic’s family restaurant 435 e ridgeway street  clifton forge, va 24422 (540) 862-1620

our 1922 c&o dining car gadsby’s tavern.diners aboard the gadsby’s tavern

group tours (15 or more) $5.00 per person.


